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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY
WILLINM B, RODMAN H f“

388 County Sireet (southeasti cornew
o

Chervy Strechs), New BedLoru BTlsLa? Ponrtv

T Jewish Cormmunity Center, 388 C
Bedford, Liesszchusetis

Soeicl end Ueligious Center

4 Tine grapite mension of the 1830'g,

B

oLy Sireet,

by some of Tthe leeding Tamilies of Hew Bedford,

Typifying the grecious 1ife and prosperiity baesed
on the whaling and shipping indusivics.

0 the architect Russell darren.

O%iginal and subsaguent ownerg: Bullt for
Rodman in 1833, sold to Jfbrahsm H, Howland

Ebbributed

in loo) for"'
Wrederick

$25,000. Taber (o. 1907) owned hy the heirs o”

Grinrell end Horatlio Hatheway, and In the
Welter H. Langshaw. “”Osenﬁ?y ormed by the
Cormmunity Center f ”ev Redforﬁ i h,
tustin, "01a8 Der T, 271 / [z,

Centennry of the ;gha\r _Uauﬂonp’ ﬁ:ﬂ' (%ev Bedford
MassachuselLs, 10 5, p. 277,

Date of erection: 1833 fibid, 7

fronitect: Desisng gald to have been fury

farren, of Providence, ithode Tgland ibid._i

Original wlan: U-choped, with court ot rear

ey Bedford City, LusaChUSLtES, 1881, niete 7.
nell nian,

h?u Wy Rus el

Motes on alierziions end additions: Additions
renr, apnerently eaxly 20th century, and 31,e¢?uﬂo

u;llau¢op
form in s uth
converted

etairyay pnd hall ob the same tise, Some

of counter in entry, folding doors and nlgn

parlors, in the 1950%'s vhen the bulilding wag

into =a sociel certer; apparently st thot time a secOﬁdﬁry
stairway end lire escape were added, on the norgh side.
/baged on personsl obscrvation of the building
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fron without -
of entrance door, by Fred ¥, Palmer
1207, ' ' '

s Photogra@a of the

ARAN

. -Imrort?n: old vi

wooden enfrar i‘;

sround or hefore

7. Sources of information:  $all plan of estate;

Atlal of Mew Bedfoxd,

yere made to rear,

(Bogton: George H. ¥

Worﬁh Palner and

n the CLd Dertmon

hew Bedford, Hassea hL:

of houges 1nd publie b
Lushneb. Dartmouth, end nestpo?t' ohotozraohs by Fred

W, Palmer, dintroduction and nobtes oy Henry 3. ﬁowﬁh,
“done into shape’ by Emma . Lusiia: dabted Sepuember 1907.

o

Yew Bedford, Fairhaven,

cure: ihie house
1. Howland, the

Ted mapers
gibly conbain

in ‘he Old ﬁi

.'oL Deeds.

ch‘?

mension v
retaing &

the foberior in

T i S RGP .
Ve, LIERG B0 eR,

2, Foundationg: Zran

3, ¥all congtruotion: . B ; 2
15 120 nish, /47 5 hf”ﬁ U e 10 long.
Dyegesd sioooun on ol gidos,
Tedl off thizd atory

4, Porchesg, sio0ps, cuL“ﬂwﬂoﬂ enc;  Dwo-giory wooden Gresk
Corinthisn moritico g across vhwlo frond
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ith whical Joindt in center of each arris!
,o"ﬂa Das e ig Jointed es follows: {1} 8 1ittle above.

. s {27 top of upper torus, (2) top of
seotla, ii) tor of lover torus, (5) botion of lower
torug,.  Thiec wonden haese vegts on & acunre granite block
vhose surface o {lush with porch floor WLVOT Porch
floor of sione, with granite oteps leading dovn to ground

] E- N

¥
¥

"o

level, extending across front.

9]

wooden halustrade, A long flisht of sranite steps leads
dovm bo laym, with o {ine wrousht iron »oliling ot each
side-~~these eapeer old tut in my oninion usy have heen

toelen fron zone other buildine and sdaed to this one.

Srall tevrane on cowbh side, with »odorn tile floor, and

, buo on north and Twoe on

Chimneys: Four briel: ehirm
SOUT i ornice,

e
soutn side, show showve houvse

4

ong:  waln enitrance on center is
gir of wooden (reel:

ﬂol““mq . & re over--—thogo :
avively modern aaigﬁlon, but sre in the styie of

o

'

the laipze poritico. ‘the door its2lf anpears guite
modern, & vhotosranh of thoe hovse ¢, 1807 indicates
BShat the doorray at that time hed smaller colums

H )

C

gey Inig '-;nc i one Jush inside each
jemir: oiher @ : indistinsuishable on the
nhoto ranh,

b. Windows ond shubters: Siomle mzsonyy onenings,
vith jambs o7 & gingle block ezch, Lintel and gill--
ali of 7 £ Windows on frcﬂt ]l only hove
nows sontk stsne Joints caryying throush jamba.
Doubdle vt vood secsh, No shutters,

Joonf:

a. Sheoe, covering: Yers low plich--camot be secen
fron .

o, Cornice, erveg:  Conplele entﬁ?W“*U“e of Corinthisn
Crdar, in wood, carvice avownd meln Dody of house
as cornice, v top of geeond oboryr, Zmell wooden
cornlce leg cround third floor,

Othew exterior devalle: There is s smooth zrendte antbe

gt each corner of the wmein block of the house, with a

al: f into the ordonnance of the



MASS

i IIJL ,‘ﬁ‘ ! _“ ’?OL) -TOU.S-‘_"
LABS ¥ 1455070 (Pase 4) s NP8

Centrel entrence veshibule and hall
v o2 vicdened staiy hall ah resr, Two offices
on the 1oy 4 tha front, one parlor in middle, secondary

i Flooz

gtair h One larse varlor (essembly room) a8t
sowth, ir congervatory and verrace: ay the rear
ig a large voom sdded o the origingl houge. 4 kitchen
extends behind Uhe main steir hall, Originel main body

e
of house appears o have comordsed 2 eoniral hall and
two parlors at each side. Second: Fooms reached from
an Heshaned system of halls Third: Tull length of
1 a

2. Steirways: kein stairway appears to follow form of orig-
inal one bub mey have been rebulli; the rendiose sedicula
on the end wall sppesr to date frox earlyr 20th century,

A main central flight, landing, 2 few sleps to each side,
aod a return fiicht at each sidse., Open gialr, with Wood
handrail and balusiors, Good condition. Round skylid
over sbair hall.

condary staivvey adjoining on north is modern; for ser-
e

: 1 avpeer modern addition. irble mogaic
n main hell on Tirst floor, others of 10“0”000
. Well and cedling finish: [PFlaster, painiced. Good condi-

5, Doorways and doors: o in Tront wortiecn
have been renlaced, T end on second
floor, appsar Lo he opigingl T o vert: they
sre tynicelly of mehogany, with one moulded ?anel. These
doorwsys heve vide weod trin, with corner bloels. TZood
eondition,

5.

22 A cornlice, frieze with
witreve, aviend eround oom;

in moncchwome.  In cember of each ceiling,
' al panel, w : acenthiue lesaves
B, Wbe“e f asonesr to be of

g e, and Ffull eniablevure with
K; E“bhe” lon decoration in low reliel bhetween
head of door aad botiom of archiirave,
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WILLIAM .. ?OD“AN %OUSE

HABS wo.'dh,wo76 (”ave ) 3"{535&

Windows framed with antae and full simple nnLrbTaLUre.
o

Reveal of opening carries down to fioor, with paneled
wainscot-below window stool. Folding shutters,

' Hig h basebosrd; wood cheir rail &eCOTated with fret.

Fireplace on owber well of each perlor, derk veined
marble mantels and hearths.

In my opinion, the trim described sbove is original, and
the well nenels of plaster, belween chair rail &nd room
corhice, are later additlons, probsbly ean d‘d&ih,centurv

North parlor of first floor: Wide onening to hall, with
sguare antae. Plauter ceiling with shellow coflfers.. .
Firevlace with dark veined marbie mantel and hearth.
These appear oripin wl, other decorations of thig’ foom
later additions,

Southeast perlor: This room 2ppears to have been en-

lerged in the early 20th cenbury, and elnost completely

refinished in 2 £iyle somevhat ressibling Louls XIV or

g Germen derivative of 1t. 4 whiite marble mantel on

north wall, with tvo Ionic columns and entablature whlch
is bowed out appears original.

Hardware: Original doors easch hung with three heavy
gilver-plated brass butte. 3ilver-plated knobs and
Feyhole covers. ioriice locks.

Lighting: ibdern electric; no evidence of or "1n?1
£ .

Heating: Ibdern central heating. Originel {ireplaces
described ebove (nnder Mrrimit),

uenerﬂl setting andé orientation: Near edge of plateau,
overlooking old pait of towvn and harbor to the east,
House Taces & sirvees on the west, with gide sireel on
north. ﬁeigl’o:hoom of apacious 19 ng, Lot shout

250% frontaze ond D0 depth, nearly weaotengulai, as
ghown on & cidy a.' 5 of “?81 O“cde % lot appesrs wo

be the some,
Enclosures: 4 grao ibe well aboul waist-high along streetg,
probebly original, o

Outbouildings: 16

1 avias Indicates & masonry buildinz
and & wood building

)
in near the northeast corner of the

z
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CWILLIAY B, RODsAL HOUSE - MAST
ﬂﬁjﬁo Ho. MA3S-675 (Page 6) 3 NEEED

lot,  Thesge do not appeer now..
Halks, driveways, =ate.: curving drivewsy from strest
4o vest front of house , with entrance zates 2t each. front
corner. This apnenrs original, but wavinz is modern.
Granite vosts line inner side of O?LVGWQY; hooks on them
indicate thet chalng formerly hung bebween then.

fendscaping: Fine vlantings, especially near street
front; there is no indiecation whether theue resamnble

originel lendscaping, however,

rrevared by Herley J. ikellee, f‘rchitect
Mationsl Parl Service
rugust 1561



